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33 CFR 164.72   Navigational-safety equipment, charts or 
maps, and publications required on towing vessels 

 

(3) VHF-FM radio. An installation or multiple installations of VHF-FM radios as 
prescribed by part 26 of this chapter and 47 CFR part 80, to maintain a continuous 
listening watch on the designated calling channel, VHF-FM Channel 13 (except on 
portions of the Lower Mississippi River, where VHF-FM Channel 67 is the 
designated calling channel), and to separately monitor the International Distress and 
Calling Channel, VHF-FM Channel 16, except when transmitting or receiving traffic 
on other VHF-FM channels or when participating in a Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) or 
monitoring a channel of a VTS. (Each U.S. towing vessel of 26 feet (about 8 meters) 
or more in length, except a public vessel, must hold a ship-radio-station license for 
radio transmitters (including radar and EPIRBs), and each operator must hold a 
restricted operator's license or higher. To get an application for either license, call 
(800) 418-FORM or (202) 418-FORM, or write to the FCC; Wireless Bureau, 
Licensing Division; 1270 Fairfield Road; Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245.) 

 


